
Dukes County Commission
Minutes
Wednesday, June 11, 2014
5:00P.M.

Dukes County Administration Building

9 Airport Road, Edgartown, MA 

Present:
Dukes County Commissioners (DCC): Chair Lenny Jason, Vice Chair Leon Brathwaite, Tristan Israel, Christine Todd, and *John Alley (*Arrived late and left early)
County Staff: Martina Thornton – Dukes County Manager, Noreen Mavro Flanders – Treasurer, Connie Andrade – Administrative Assistant to the County Manager, Carol Grant – Parking Clerk and Asst. Treasurer, Chuck Cotnoir – Dukes County Emergency Management Director
Others: Joanie Ames – MVTV, Olivia Hull – MV Gazette,  Paddy Moore – Healthy Aging Task Force (HATF), Peter Temple – HATF, Paul Mohair – Edgartown Council on Aging, Beth Tessmer – Resident, Rich Michelson – Martha’s Vineyard Airport Commission
The meeting was called to order at 5:08PM.
Minutes: No minutes were approved at this meeting.
Appointment for Representative to Steamship Authority – Marc Hanover:
Marc gave an update on the Steamship Authority (SSA) and requested to be reappointed for 3 more years. He has been the Dukes County Representative for 11 years. The SSA is moving ahead with their plans to build a new terminal in Woods Hole.  
Christine/Tristan made a motion to appoint Marc Hanover as the Dukes County Representative for a three year term. So voted. All in favor. Motion carries

Pilgrim Nuclear Plant Discussion:
Tristan said some of the towns on the Cape passed a resolution regarding evacuation plans, basically asking the plant to close down. A discussion was held. Chuck said he was asked to speak at the Pilgrim Nuclear Power Plant Forum on the Island on Jane 30th. The County Emergency Management Department has equipment that could detect and monitor radiation releases from Pilgrim and he has been trained to use it (by the United States Air Force and by FEMA).  If there is an accident the plant will notify him. He asked the DCC for authorization to monitor the radiation levels in case of an accident (on County managed and County owned properties) and for authorization of transmittal of this information to Massachusetts Emergency Management Agency (MEMA).  Lenny asked if Chuck had the gear to wear in an accidental discharge occurs. Chuck said he would research the costs of the attire necessary and report back to the DCC before purchasing it.  Christine said she would be willing to train on how to test for radiation too. 
Leon/Tristan made a motion to authorize the Dukes County Management Director to monitor the radiation levels and for transmittal of the information to MEMA in case of an accidental discharge from Pilgrim Nuclear Power Plant - subject to having the proper attire. So voted. All in favor. Motion carries.  
Tristan/Christine made a motion that Dukes County supports the resolution to close Pilgrim Nuclear Power Plant. So voted. All in favor. Motion carries. 

Interim Dukes County Commissioner Appointment - Discussion:

Tristan said we should advertise or ask one of the people on the ballot to serve in the interim capacity. Leon said when the DCC did this before it was advertised. The DCC agreed to advertise one position. 
*John Alley arrives 5:11PM
Dukes County Cash and Investment Policy:
Noreen said she sent the document to the DCC to review. This item was in the management letter for the last two years. The auditors want an active policy on file.  
Tristan/Leon made a motion to adopt the Dukes County Cash and Investment Policy as presented. So voted. Christine yes, Leon yes, Lenny yes, Tristan yes and John abstained. Motion carries. 

Healthy Aging Task Force (HATF) – One Stop Shop Software – Peter Temple:
Paddy said the HATF was formed by Dukes County Health Council (DCHC). HATF received donations for start-up of the One Stop Shop model and for a feasibility study for a greenhouse model on the Island, which is an alternative model of a nursing home. She said they have also received a small amount of money for the Matter of Balance program. The HATF will be attending next year’s town meetings because they know they will need additional funding to maintain the One Stop Shop. They would like to request from the County funding to initiate the My Senior Center program. Peter made a presentation on that subject (see file). The Councils on Aging (COA) are all aware of this program but unable to afford it. The YMCA and Community Services could join at their own expense. The rough estimate is $16,500.00 and they are asking for however much money the County would be willing to put forward. $20K is the start-up cost and $5,400.00 is on-going maintenance fee.  They would ask the COA’s to absorb the $5,400.00 as part of their budgets. Paul Mohair said he attended a conference on this software and the data it collects and it is a great tool for COA’s.  A discussion was held. Leon asked what the total cost per year would be for the One Stop after it is up and running. Paddy said approximately $90K most of which would be staffing. Tristan said the County would have to take the funds from the Reserve Fund and the CAB would have to approve it 

Tristan/John made a motion that the Dukes County Commissioners approve the request for $20,000.00 for start-up of the My Senior Center; subject to the County Advisory Board’s approval. So voted.  All in favor. Motion carries. 
*John Alley left at 5:25pm
Manager’s Report:
· VNA Building – Martina has gone to all the Town’s Selectmen and they support it for the County to file special legislation. Rep. Madden is ready to file the legislation as soon as the DCC vote to approve the legislation to bond for $1,600,000.00 to be able to purchasing a building. A discussion was held. Leon asked if there was a cost for lawyers associated with the Bond. Noreen said yes, but it is minimal; about $2,500.00 total. Some of the funds would come from Legal and some from Misc. Contractual. 
Tristan/Christine made a motion to file the proposed legislation that Rep. Madden prepared as presented. So voted. All in favor. Motion carries.
· Lobsterville Improvements – Martina said that the DCC has been asked to allow the Town of Aquinnah to replace and upgrade the failed culvert on Lobsterville Road and repaving approximately 1,000 square feet of the road. They have it on record as County owning the road. 
Leon/Christine made a motion to allow Aquinnah to upgrade the failed culvert and repave approximately 1,000 square feet on Lobsterville Road. So voted. All in favor. Motion carries. 
· July 4th Parade – Martina asked which DCC members would be riding in the parade. 

· Courthouse – Martina received a bid for the exterior painting for $62,300.00. She needs the approval of the DCC. A discussion was held. There is also a new railing that has been recently installed. 

Christine/Leon made a motion to approve the contract for exterior painting as long as it is within the cost limit set by the County Advisory Board. So voted. Motion carries.   
Old Business:
Tristan said the Eastville Beach Committee met and feels they need to meet with Melinda Loberg regarding the bridge and the parking. There are modest repairs to the fence and kiosk that need to be made and ask the Sheriff’s department for assistance to clear the vegetation away from the fence. A discussion was held. Christine said she would contact Richard Combra from the Oak Bluffs Highway Department to see if he would be willing to do it and at what cost. 
New Business:
Christine said the County should invite the State Ethics Department to come to the Island to answer questions and do training sessions on Open Meetings Laws, Conflict of Interest and Sexual Harassment and the County should invite other organizations and elected officials that could benefit from the training. A discussion was held. Tristan said Kopleman and Paige also do this type of training.  
Christine/Leon made a motion to invite the State Ethics Department to come to the Island for training purposes. So voted. All in favor. Motion carries. 

Christine/Tristan made a motion to adjourn the meeting. So voted. All in favor.
Meeting was adjourned at 6:03pm. 

Respectfully Submitted by:

______________________________

JOSEPH E. SOLLITTO JR., Clerk of the Courts

Documents presented at the meeting and part of the official records:

· Agenda
· My Senior Center Model Presentation
· Dukes County Cash & Investment Policy

· Pilgrim Resolution

· Proposed Legislation to Allow County to Bond for purchase of a Building
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